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Zone description Minus 11

7 Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. Fort Purvis 0-10,0 8 8<37.5 8
T 160-10.5 E 157-09,5 E

! OPERATIONAL REMARKS

- (WAR DIARY)

00~04 Anchored in 20 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of chain to the port
anchor in Berth #7, Port Purvis Anchorage, Florida Islands. Following ships
present: USS DUNLAP (ComlesDiv 12 SOPA) and other ships of the U.3. Pacific Fleet.

Lot

R.C./BITZAN, Ensign, U.S.N.R.

04-08 Anchored as before. %J z, I

M.G. GRALDA, Ensign, U.8.5.R.

: 08-12 Anchored as before. At 1128 underway in accordance with orders of CTF-31
f for a sweep in Vella Gulf in company with CTG - 31.2 (USS UUNLAP), USS MAURY,
USS CRAVEN (Div A-1) and USS LANG (CLL-15), USS STERETT, USS STACK (Div A-2).

At 1200 set course 250° T & pge and speed 32 knots, proceeding to rendezvous
with USS STERETT. 1

S

;jﬁ. IRER, Lt.(jg), U.S.H.R.

12-16 Steaming as before. At 1248 alonpside USS STERETT to deliver CTG 31.2
orders. A&t 1345 in AA formation with TG 31.2 on course 269° T & pge, speed 25
knota. At 1505 changed course to 2862 T & pee, 269° psc.

P

- /
0 /
.Al l':R, Lt.(jg)’ .U‘-S-I‘I-RQ

16-20 8Steaming as_before. At 181¢ darkened ship. At 1908 chanced course to

307° Tépee and 292° pac. }Aﬁi{ g 3
M, BELLI®ON, Jr., Lieut. U.S.N.R.

20-24, Steaming as before. at 2014 changed speed to 238 knots. A4t 2015 went to
general quarters. At 2125 changed course to 000° T & pge, 350° pse. At 2147
changed speed to 15 knots. At 2205 changed course to 0505 T & pge, 049° paec,
entering Gizo Strait. At 2230 passed through Gizo Strait, chenged courss to

124° T & pge, 125° pse, making sweep in division formation along llorth Shore

Gizo Igland, no contacts. At 2301 changed course to 000° T & pge, 350° pse,
malking sweep along West Shore Kolombangara Island, No contacts. At 2324 chansced
leourse to 030° T & pge; changed speed to 25 knots; making aweep up Lasgt Side
Vella Gulf. At 2345 Radar contact on four enemy rounding Bangara Point. Vella
Lavella Islang. WJiv A-l moving in for torpedo attack, Div A-2 taking station

for torpedo and gunfire attack. At 2346 Div A-1 fired torpedoes. At 2348 Div
A-2 opened fire, this vessel firinz 4 torpedoes (one hit) and encaging with 5-
inch battery. Targets observed to be all hit by torpedoes with gunfire effectivs
immediately. Some weak return gunfire. At 2351 one target believed cruiger
exploded and senk; one large terget completely on fire; ceased fire; maneuvering
radically. '

A Q4
Eja. By Lt.(3g2)y T8 MR,

" GLR. D PRy

ReA. NEWTON, 4 |
Lieut-Comdr., USQJ Commanding Oficer. Lieut-Comdr., USH, Hawsgators
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To be forwarded direct to the Commander in Chief, U. S, Fleet, either at end of an operation or at the end of the calendar month, g




- Zone description_ M1nus 11

Position 0800 i ) 1200 2000
Lat. 8-5L,0 8 Tulagi 5-08.0 S
Long. 159-28.5 I Harbor 158-.8.5 E

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
w (WAR DIARY)

5 00-04 Engsaged with enemy force in company with own TG31.2 in Vella Gulf off

,l Bangam Foint, Vella LaVelle Igland. At 2403 resumed fire. Two small (Do)

tercets observed to sink; large ship target hurning to water-line. At 2427

fired two torpedoes 2t burning target, (no hits). At 2445 cesged firine; 121

ronnds 5"/38 Cal. expended, no casuslties, Meneuverine in target area.

Ohserved many survivors in water. &t 0115 Div A-1l retiring to Purvis; this

division searching aresa for survivors. Contacts made but survivors refused

to be resecned., At 0230 Div A-2 retirins to Purvis on varisus eourses and at

varions speeds, standard speed 30 knots./ At 0340 secured from general quarters

snd set onnditisn of resndiness II-M. j
A |

iA J ER, Lt.(3g), U.3.NR.
0L-08 Stesmine as before, on caurse 100° T & pre at 21 knots. At 0450 changed

Tﬁi, eonrae to 121° T & peo, 1239 paec. At 0540 general guerters for dawn alert. At
0725 secured from general quarters and set eéondition of readinesa TI-M.

207
‘.A./g'gyﬁ,\pt.(jﬁl, UeS.N.R,

|
|
|
1 02-12 Stesminz as before, on courde 1200 T & pge, 120° psc &t 30 knots, At
I

0932 made sll prepsrations for enterine port, proceedin~ on yvarious ecourses and
at various speeds. 4t 0935 made inspection of magzeazines and smokeless powder
gemples; conditions normal, " At 1016 moored outhoard of USS LANG alongrside Fuel

Barge in Tnlagi Harbor, Florida Islan{iiﬁ?
4 5 PO
R-Go' I - ) Engj ﬂ‘n, Uogo‘:\llﬁo

l 12=-16 Moored as hefore. At 1216 comnleted fuelinz, having received 53,360

' rallong fuel oil, At 1242 underway. At 12/9 anchored in Berth 74, Tulagi Harbor,
I Florida Igland. At 1315 completed taking on ammunition, having received 200

| rounds 5"/38 Cal., projectiles andi 200 rounds Flashless nowder. At 1400 received

- L Mk, XV Mod. 1 torpedoes, less wnrheadsﬁrromJBase Armunition Depot,

| |
E ﬁ O
3 . u‘.A. . A '] t.(jg), UOSOI'T.R!

16-20 Anchored as before, &t 1605 anchor aweigh, At 1609 all engines ahead

2/3 standing osut of Tulegi Harhor., At 1617 changed spedd to 20 knots (194 rpm).
. At 1622 chanzed speed to 30 knots (316 rom); chenzed base ecourse to 266° T & pge,
| 2,0° pse. 4t 1649 changed base course to 265° T & pse, 2482 pse. At 1655
I hoiler 2 but in on main steam line. At 1656 changed speed to 32 knots (338 rpm);
| chan~ed base course to 262° T & pse, 2460 pse. At 1707 chanpged speed to 35
9 knots (372 rom); changed course to 2702 T & pge, 2530 pse. At 1742 lost
i suetion on #3 boiler, changed speed to 20 knots (194 rpm). At 1752 changed speed
to 22 knots (292 rom); engines meking maximum speed, increaging as rosaible. At
i 1218 gpeed 33 knots (346 rpm). #At 1220 sizhted USS LANG and convoy bearing
269° T, At 1822 darkened ship. At 1825 maneuvering on various comrses and at
various speeds takins station shead of LST convoy; relieving USS LANG on ststion.
- At 1840 passed Russell Islands abeam to astarboard, distance 45 miles. A4t 1240
i changed speed to 12 knots (110 rpm); commenced patrolling on base course 2830

T & pge, 268° psc. N

aﬁ. EILISON’ JI‘., Lieuto UIS.DIIR.

’ i» 20-2/ Steaminz as before. At 2030 passed Buraku Island abeam to starhoard,
_ d%stance 7 miles. At 2350 SG Radar picked up contact besprins 0182 T, distance

i ] , Zigzacoing : _Di L i TRV 7 RS

. Approved: Examined: Hee SHEAR, Lt.(jg), U.S.N.

.’ . Tv{TOII_n_ . ‘lﬂﬁﬂ‘iﬂ '1: e N =
Lieut-Comdr., USN, Commanding Oficer. Lieut-Comdr., U.8.N., S

: To be forwarded direct to the Commander in Chief, U. S. Flect, either at end of an operation or at the end of the calendar month. :
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