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DD399/A16-3 U.S.5. LANG (399)

PS/rbe _ :
S il ( > —'\e 57 ] August 13, 1943,
From: The Bxecutive Officoer,
To: Tho Commrnding Officer, U.S.S. LANG.
Subjoct: Action report agninst JTnpanese forec August 6-7,
1943,
Refercnce: (a) Art., 948, U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920,
i 42 In accordance with rcfercnce (a) the following

roport is submitted,

2 During approrch 7nd entrance into Vellz gulf, was
conducting nll around search on S.G. radar, using short scale
with frequent long secale sweeping into the entrances to Vella
Gulf. No contacts of =2ny kind developed until 2336. At about
2335 n shipn of division 1 A ahcnd, reported radar contact at
350°T, 19;000 yards: At 2236 ha .d r~dar contact on one ship bear-
ing 339°7, rango 16 ,900 yards, using long secalec, 2nd shortly therec
apneared four dcflnita targets in loose column, course 180, specd
26 knots., In my opinion, tho sizo of contact inaicrted th reﬂ of
ddstroyer size nnd one Slluﬂtly arcer, aJAMges and boarings were
fod v C.I.C. control, conn, ané Torpedo Diroctors as opportunity
pernitted, still keep 1n~ closc watch on other secetion and for
any new targots. The first scetion was maliing tieir attack from
tho port bow and beam of the onariy while the sccond seution main-
taincd station zgﬂﬂé snd slishtly on the bows of the enemy The
two scetions wore about 9,000 to 10,000 yards distant dLrlﬁb
the first part of uhC “cilon.

It 'is quite eovident that the cnemy was talken by -
comiplote surprisc, <8 thero werc no indications of zny evasive
action n~de by the chemny. Ono tarpet pip disappearcd shortly
after 2ction was joined, and by 0028 the screcn was c¢lear of all
cheony contacts.

During tho n2g¢tion 21l our ships showed ABE identi-
fieation sisnnls which were elearly visible on tqc SC-1 screen,
an@ it wns very oasy to keen track of section 1 A in this rﬁnnor,
howover, in this oﬂrticul r notion no difficulty was encountered
ceoping trackz of scetion 1 A with sweeps of the 3.G. but the SC~1
gave vs an added check. At the close of the action the flaning
hulk couléd not be nicked up on the 5.G., iandieating that there
ws not much, if any, T"a"qe s¢ ship leoft.

This nost decisive ~ction czon-be attributed to the
hirh profioicne;r of t“u developmont of radéar, 85,3. 2nd F.D, in

o

this ecago. It is to bz notod that Task Group &l.2 was close to
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Kolombangnara when coatiet wis made =nd if the Japs had rndar, land
interference bechind us, totanlly collapsed the efficioney of their
radar. Thore wns nc 1mnd background to interfere with the enemy
contacts on our 3,G, during the entire action, therc was however,
very slight interferencc on the F.P.I. scopo from othor ship S.G's.
The radar wns in good workine order before, during, d aftor the
battle, It kicked out once by shock of gun fire but was back in
cormr;iission in a matter of scconds, None of the 5" sal vos of our
ships-were descern~ble on tho 8,G. P.P.I. scope for spotting pur-
poses, because the S,.7. beam was trainod on the tarsget only long
enoush to met o range and benring, sweeps being nade to kecp the
Division Comnander (Division 2 )) nnd Cnptain informed of other
tarcets and Division 1 A. The Guanory Officer had reported they
were easily made out on the F.D, scrcen 2nd accurate spotting was
done by the F,D. operator, At no time did other than fricndly con=
tacts aprear on the 8C-1 screen. IHerc again land backzground inter-
ferrod with the 8C-1, and it is rocommended the F.F.I. Scopes be
installed on this type radar for those ships which operate in lohd-
locked wators., _

The Exocutive Officer apgnin notes with pridec the
fing porfornance the men exhibited upon contact with the eneny.
A1l personncl and cquipment worked 100%. A rehoarsed radar short
range battle practice 2nd torpedo practice could not have gone
over more smnootialy.
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